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TAGS: OVIP, MILL LI (GRIGSBY, SENATOR HARRISON M) 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN VIP REQUEST FOR TREATMENT AT WALTER REED 
ARMY HOSPITAL 

REF: MONROVIA 3992 

DEPARTMENT HAS REVIEWED INFORMATION PROVIDED REFTEL AND 
INFORMALLY DISCUSSED THE CASE WITH DEFENSE. WALTER REED 
ARMY MEDICAL CENTER IS UNDERGOING MAJOR MODERNIZATION 
PROGRAM WHICH HAS DRASTICALLY REDUCED ITS CAPABILITY TO 
ACCEPT PATIENTS. THIS IN TURN HAS CAUSED SERIOUS CROWDING 
AT OTHER WASHINGTON AREA MILITARY HOSPITALS. THUS DEFENSE 
IS NOT IN A POSITION TO ACCOMMODATE ANY FOREIGN VIP'S FOR 
TREATMENT UNLESS THERE IS SIGNIFICANT US NATIONAL INTEREST 
INVOLVED. DEPARTMENT WILL ADVISE SENATOR GRIGSBY THROUGH 
THE LIBERIAN MISSION HERE THAT REGRETFULLY DUE TO CROWDED 
CONDITIONS WALTER REED IS UNABLE TO PERFORM PHYSICAL 
EXAMINATIONS FOR HE AND HIS WIFE WHILE THEY ARE VISITING 
THE US. KISSINGER 
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